
 
 

Rotary Club of Palmerston North (1924) 
 

President Nigel Withell,  Secretary Steve Paterson,   Treasurer Ron Schalkwijk,   Past President Liam Hehir 

 

 

Apologies to Olga Barrett 358-8798 or recorded on our 
website… 
This is important for ordering lunches.  Please arrange a 
substitute if you have a duty rostered for a day you are 
apologising. 

 Useful web links… 
District # 9940  http://rotary9940.org/ 
Club # 18626  www.pnrotary.co.nz  

 Link to our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/rotarypalmerstonnorth 

 

Monday 22 May 2023 

 

Subject:               Matthew Jeanes 
 Promoting and Developing the Palmy   

CBD  

Intro/Thanks:   Martin Townend 

Cashier    Stu Schwartz  

Attendance    Bruce Wilson  

3 Minutes   Stu Schwartz  

Sergeant    Liam Hehir  

Corporal    Mike Charles  

Parting Thought  Mark Buxton  

Editor     Bruce Wilson   

 
Monday 29 May 2023  - Club Day 

 

Speakers:        Past President Liam  

  

Subjects:                    EMUs 

Intro/Thanks:   John Freebairn 

Cashier   Bill Bendall 

Attendance   Martin Townend 

3 Minutes  Allan Ford 

Sergeant   Dave Gaynor 

Corporal   Alan Rowlett 

Parting Thought              Steve Paterson   

Editor     Mark Buxton 

 

NO MEETING   Monday 5 June        

King’s Birthday 

 

 

Changeover -- Monday 26 June 
6:15 at Wharerata 

$40.00/person for a two course meal 

A cash bar will be available for drinks. 

Please RSVP to Mary by Monday, 19 June 

Please tell her of dietary requirements. 

 

From our last meeting held on Monday 15 May. 

Attendance 17 members, one guest             

Sergeants’ collection $54.00 
 

President Nigel welcomed our speaker,  Peter Knight, 

from RYDA (Rotary Youth Driver Awareness).  Peter 

pointed out that numerous people are affected when there 

is an accident, not merely those in the car.  Working with 

students in years 11,12, and 13, the instructors relate real 

life experiences and hired race car drivers demonstrate 

braking and the length of tarmac it takes to come to a stop.  

Students then are tasked with stopping prior to hitting a 

dummy – which is not always a happy situation for the 

dummy. Peter presented an excellent power point detailing 

the program and before and after results relating to student 

knowledge, retention of information, and behavioural 

change with 62% of students using more than half of the 

17 listed RYDA techniques 3 months on from the 

program. Parents were found lacking as noted by the 

students who had taken the course much to the parent’s 

chagrin. The program costs between $15 and $25 per 

student – so inexpensive for the powerful life lessons 

learned. Peter also detailed the costs which are substantial 

– but, again, miniscule compared to a young life lost. 

 

 

Club News 

 
Please mark your diary for Saturday 27 May! After a 

Covidised gap of two years, this will be the date of our 

Youth Music Festival.  

 

 
 

We will need all hands on deck to help with this 

enjoyable celebration of young talent.             

Afterward, at 2:00 p.m. we will meet at the Celtic 

near the Regent for a drink and recap of the day.   

http://www.pnrotary.co.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/rotarypalmerstonnorth
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Because the Celtic is so close to the Regent we can 

easily wander over to attend the world premiere of  

The Legend of Okatia presented by Kane Parsons 

with orchestra and choir – A fine musical event to 

top off our day! 

 

 

Circus Quirkus 2023! 

 

There will be 2 performances on Sunday 28 May. 

Please mark your diary as we will need help for 

ushering people to their seats for the two 

performances.   

 

Rotary Around the World 
 

President Nigel spoke of two international projects.  

One, in Nepal, found students helping people with 

disabilities to play table tennis.  Another, in Hawaii 

found members selling “mud balls”, Genki Balls 

containing fermentative bacteria that digests sludge 

and oxygenates the water to improve the river’s 

water quality.  Thousands were sold ($5 each) and 

tossed into the river. 

 

3 Minutes  

 

Steve Parsons spoke of ChatGPT, an AI chatbot 

released I November 2022 which uses both 

supervised and reinforcement learning techniques. 

He gave a grand example when he announced that 

the story written for the most recent Bulletin was 

written using ChatGPT – most impressive.  He 

indicated that his 2 year old granddaughter is 

already familiar with computers so using software 

will likely carry our Rotary club through year 101 

and beyond. 

 

Parting Thought from Phil Burt:  Have you ever 

noticed that anyone slower than you is and idiot and 

anyone faster is a maniac! 
 

Sergeant Fines 
Easy to pay Sergeant’s fines! 02-0727-0025858-000  

OR Buy some vouchers to have on hand!  

 

Apologies and Club Duties: 
Attention Members! Please apologise if you are 

unable to attend a weekly meeting -- otherwise the 

club will be charged for your meal. 
 

If you have a duty rostered and are unable to attend, 

then please arrange a substitute. 😊 

 

Guest Speaker? 
If you see or hear of a good speaker, please let Martin, 

Mark or Past President Liam know so we can invite them 

along. 

 

New Member Form 
Here is a link to the form that can be used to propose a new 

member. Just click on the link: 

https://www.pnrotary.co.nz/ProposeNewMember.pdf  
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